THE   DEFENCE   OF   DEMOCRACY
secularization of religion in this sense Marxism is a
religious interpretation of the historical. The process
of history, with a completeness hitherto undreamed
of, is penetrated by a religious significance which
makes of it a divine drama. But it is a divine drama in
a new order or new dimension. And perhaps the least
inadequate description of Marx's philosophical revolu-
tion is that he attempted to absorb the supernatural
into the natural, and by so doing to add a dimension
to history. Thus the religious drama of the individual
is transformed into the religious drama of Man-in-
Society. The specifically Christian dispensation is at
end, and the part played by the crucified Jesus in the
old dispensation is now taken by the suffering, de-
spised and rejected proletariat. As Christ was the
redeemer of pagan humanity, opening to it the whole
era of the individual person, so the proletariat is the
redeemer of individualized humanity opening to it
the new era of socialized humanity. The moment of
change arrives when Christianity has reached a nadir
of unreality. That conjunction is necessary because
the existence of the suffering proletariat is the con-
crete evidence of the dissolution of Christianity.
Christ is crucified anew as the proletariat: and his
resurrection is in this world.
A certain type of fugitive and unbreathed religion
will, no doubt, recoil from the notion that such a
vision of history is religious. Nevertheless, it must be
insisted that it is the product of a tremendous power of
religious imagination. Such a view would not be
possible at all save to a deeply religious genius, Marx